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Child/ren walking home unescorted
There are no laws around age or distance of your child/ren walking to or from school. A families' guide to the law states: “There is no law prohibiting children from being out on their own at any age. It is a matter of judgement for parents to decide when children can play out on their own, walk to the shops or school."

Parents are legally obliged to ensure their children get to school and attend regularly, but this in itself does not disallow independent travel. However, at Kidspace we are responsible for the welfare of all children and therefore we have to consider what we believe is good practice in ensuring the safety of our children. We also have an obligation to alert relevant authorities should we believe a child’s welfare is at risk.

When deciding whether your child is ready to walk home from school you should assess any risks associated with the route and your child’s confidence. Work with your children to build up their independence while walking to school through route finding, road safety skills and general awareness. 

If you decide that your child is ready for this responsibility, then you must inform Kidspace by completing the slip below. 

We ask that you inform us of the time in which you would like your child to leave. This is to ensure that we support your child in leaving the premise at a time that corresponds with your expectation of them arriving home. 
We will sign your child out on your behalf, escort them to the door and from this point, your child/ren will no longer by our responsibility. The declaration below certifies that you are happy with this arrangement and understand the exchange of responsibility. 

IF AT ANY TIME YOU NEED TO CHANGE ARRANGEMENTS YOU HAVE MADE PLEASE ENSURE YOU LET US KNOW  IMMEDIATELY. 

Please use the attached checklist  from the ‘Safeguarding Practice Guidance’ in making an informed decision
Checklist for children walking home unescorted
The following factors should be considered when children are left unsupervised at home, walking to/from
school or in the care of a sibling:

· Has the parent/carer considered the risk/s posed by leaving their child alone walking to/from school
or in the care of a sibling?
· How old is/are the child/ren?
· How mature is/are the child/ren? What is their level of understanding/awareness about being 
unsupervised/walking to or from school?
· How comfortable is/are the child/ren with the arrangements (this includes the younger child and the
older child who is acting as ‘carer’)?
· Where will the children be left? Is this a safe place?
· How long, and how often, will the child/ren be left?
· Is the home environment safe and secure? Has the parent/carer assessed the home and environment / journey to or from school for risks?
· How far will the child/ren have to walk?
· How far away will the parent/carer be? Will they be easily contactable?
· Do any of the children (this also includes the older sibling or ‘carer’) have additional needs – medical, emotional, behavioural, learning difficulties/disabilities? How will these needs be met in the parent/carer's absence?
· Does the child or sibling caring for another child know what to do in an emergency? Does the child
know who they can contact in case of an emergency? Have instructions been left e.g. in case of a fire? 
· What are the expectations of the child/ren during this time? i.e. are they expected to cook for
themselves etc.?
· Does the child have knowledge about how to keep themselves and younger siblings safe e.g. road safety, not answering the door to strangers, cooking etc?
· What is the level of knowledge when it comes to first aid?
· How well do the siblings get on? How will tension be managed in the absence of the parent/carer?
· Are the children clear about rules and boundaries of what they can and can’t do while parents/carers are out? If they are looking after a younger sibling, do they have the confidence and authority to implement these rules consistently? What will they do if the younger children misbehave?
Declaration and Authorisation
I have read the Kidspace policy document entitled “Child/ren walking home unescorted” and the associated checklist. 

I fully understand the document and hereby give my permission for the named child/ren below to walk home unescorted. 



Signed ______________________________ Parent / Guardian








Print name ______________________________





Date ___________________________________________








Name of child/ren walking home_______________________________        





Date of Birth(s) ____________________________________ 





The time in which they are expected to leave _______________________________


(If this changes or needs to change on a one off basis, we need to have contact from yourself stating this or we will not be able to let you child leave)
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